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Britain has reluctance to crack 

bungled its down here could 

command of an encourage farmers 
international throughout the 

campaign to rid country to plant 
Afghanistan of poppy, 
opium poppy, and "Unless direct, 
its failure has effective and 

contributed to an measurable actiqm 
unprecedented is taken 

increase in heroin immediately, we 
production, a may will be looking 

senior US official at well over 
said yesterday. 120,000 hectares 
In an unusually this year," Mr 
critical report, the Charles said 
state department’s Such criticism of 
senior narcotics America's closest 
official, told a ally is rare in 
congressional Washington 
committee hearing particularly on the 
that British efforts issue of 

had been painfully Afghanistan, where 
slow at a time Mr Charles 

when Afghanistan commended 
was poised for a Britain’s efforts in 
bumper heroin training local 
season. Afghan drug 

Mr. Charles forces, 

claimed this would But, since taking 
be disastrous for charge of the 
Afghanistan. campaign against 

Without a the poppy, Britain 

crackdown on has presided over 
opium poppy, the a staggering rise in 
country would opium production, 
rapidly slide into According to US 
the grip of drug intelligence, more 
lords and become hectares of 

increasingly farmland in the 

lawless. country were 

Last year, there devoted to poppy 
was a bumper crop production in 2003 
of drugs, and this than ever before, 
year promises an The United Nations 
even better drug enforcement 

season. agency has 

Unseasonably charted a similar 
warm temperatures rise, 
in the southern The US believes 
provinces of Britain needs to be 

Helmand and more robust in its 
Nangarhar have approach to 

brought forward Afghan poppy 
the planting growers rather 

season. than trying to find 

The early spring - the farmers other 
and Britain's means of survival, 

ineffectual policing Mr. Charles also 
- now threatened accused Britain of 
to expand the area being overly 

of farmland under concerned with 
poppy cultivation winning the political 
in the country, by support of local 
as much as 100% Afghan notables, 
in 2004. "We believe that if 

Despite the there is heroin 

urgency, Britain poppy that needs to 
had barely begun be eradicated we 
to destroy some shouldn't be picking 
5,000 hectares and choosing, we 
(12,000 acres) of shouldn't be delaying, 
poppy that were we shouldn't be 
slated for making it conditional 

eradication this on finding an 
year in Nangarhar alternative income 
and Helmand, the stream,” he said, 
committee was "Our priority here 
told. should not be a 

The two provinces misplaced sympathy 
are at the centre of for someone who has 
poppy cultivation, to do a little more 
and Britain's work." 


Recent fighting in the The regional accord 

highlighted the slow China, Pakistan, Iran, 

assist further in the process of building a new Turkmenistan, 

stabilization of the national army and police Uzbekistan and Tajikistan 

security situation force, and put pressure to strengthening security 

throughout the country, in °n Karzai’s government in their border areas, 

particular with the to speed up a much- creating a "security belt 

deployment of provincial delayed campaign to around Afghanistan” and 
reconstruction teams" of disarm thousands of exploring coordinated 
soldiers to protect aid militiamen before the anti-drug operations, 
workers. elections. The Berlin The conference offered 

They welcomed NATO conference stressed that Karzai a long-term boost 
plans to have five new plans need to be by stressing the 

teams up and running by implemented importance of “the 

this summer, but made "vigorously." continued commitment of 

no reference to any new Karzai added that donors." But aid 
troop commitments. Afghanistan still needs to agencies were skeptical 

Italy said it may send up strengthen the army, the momentum would 
to 300 soldiers. German police and the judiciary. last, 
pport authority outside Kabul, Foreign Minister Joschka "We're just taking baby "We're still concerned 
as the country prepares Fischer, whose country steps right now toward that the level of interest 

elections in has deployed troops to handling our security will wane," CARE's 
Kunduz, said, "there is environment," he told a Henry said. "We're not, 
a final statement, interest from several news conference. Private yet convinced that the* 

donor countries said they countries." militias must be disarmed international community 

were "determined to He did not elaborate, but and fighters reintegrated will be able to sustain it." 


BERLIN- to combat the drug t rad e 

Afghanistan’s "Drugs and warlordism 

international backers and terrorism reinforce 
agreed to help make the each other,” Karzai said, 
country more secure by "For Afghanistan to have 
dispatching troops peace, we have to 
outside the capital and address all three at the 
reaffirmed their long-term same time." 
commitment to the pro- About 2 'A years after the 
Western government of Taliban-led government 
President Karzai. They was toppled in a U.S.-led 
stopped short, however, bombing campaign, 
of announcing new troop regional warlords have 
commitments. yet to be disarmed and 

Karzai said he was "very an insurgency persists in 
satisfied" after more than some areas. Karzai's 
50 countries pledged government still has little 
$8 2 billion to su 
Afghanistan's 

reconstruction in the next for 
three years. A two-day September, 
donors' conference also In 
saw Afghanistan and its 
neighbors sign an accord 


Afghanistan 

(Reuters) - 

Afghan and U S. forces will soon 
attack on al Qaeda 


BOLDAK 


fighters under commander Haji 
Mullah Usman carried out the 
attack. 

In Pakistan, more than 120 people 
were killed in the 12-day offensive 
in South Waziristan and troops have 
been moving into the rugged North 
Waziristan area in recent days. 
Pakistani troops moving into North 
Waziristan area came under fire. 
But no one was hurt in the 
exchange of fire about 13 miles 
from the district capital Miran Shah. 
Fighting flared again in South 
Waziristan, when gunmen hiding in 
an orchard attacked a paramilitary 
checkpoint near the district capital 
of Wana, residents said. There were 
no reports of casualties. 
Government representatives have 
been urging tribal elders to push 
foreign fighters out of their lands 
and hand over tribal militants who 
give the foreigners refuge. 

The conservative ethnic Pashtun 

tribes who live on both sides of the 
border have given refuge to foreign 
Muslim fighters since volunteers 
turned up from around the world to 
battle Soviet forces in Afghanistan 
in the 1980s. 

President Pervez Musharraf, a key 
ally in the U.S.-led war on terror, 
has vowed to clear foreign militants 
out. 

Musharraf -has blamed al Qaeda for 
two attempts to kill him in December 
and said the people responsible for 
those and other attacks across 
Pakistan had links to the tribal 
areas. 


launch 

militants who fled from an offensive 
in Pakistan's tribal lands into 
Afghanistan, an Afghan official said. 
Pakistani troops fought a 12-day 
battle against about 500 al Qaeda 
fighters and their Pakistani tribal 
allies on Pakistan's western border 
with Afghanistan last month. The 
Pakistani military said about 200 
were captured or killed. 

The governor of Paktika province. 
Haji Gulab Mangal, said a large 
number of militants had escaped 
from the fighting in Pakistan's South 
Waziristan and taken refuge in 
Afghan mountains. 
lH Afghan forces have been told to be 
ready and soon an operation along 
with allied forces will be carried out 
against these elements," Mangal 
told Reuters by telephone. 


fresh troops up to its side of the 
border. 

Mangal said the militants were in 
Saroza district. Uzbeks, Chechens, 
Tajiks and Afghans were among 
them. Pakistani forces had to watch 
the border closely because the 
militants might try to escape back 
into Pakistan, he said. 

A U S. military spokesman in Kabul 
said operations were going on in the 
south, southeast and east but he 
declined to • comment on future 
operations 

U.S.-led forces had not seen large 

Pakistan has mounted its biggest numbers coming across the frontier 
ever campaign to pacify its lawless from Waziristan, but cross-border 
and largely autonomous tribal movement continued as it had in the 
region on the Afghan border and past, he said, 
clear the area of foreign fighters. Twenty militants have been killed 
As Pakistani forces hunt on their and 41 captured in Afghanistan 
side, U S. forces have mounted an since U S, and Afghan troops 
operation on the Afghan side of the launched Operation Mountain Storm 
border in what the Pentagon has to clear Afghan border areas on 
called a "hammer and anvil" action March 7, an Afghan defense official 
to catch al Qaeda leaders, possibly said. 

Osama bin Laden. Two Afghan soldiers were killed and 

About 2,000 U.S. Marine three .wounded in a Taliban attack 
reinforcements have arrived in on Afghan and U.S. forces in Zabul 
Afghanistan to intensify the hunt province on Saturday, a witness 
while Pakistan has been moving said. A Taliban spokesman said 






































Afghanistan Gamers $8.2-Billion Pledge 
to Bolster Rehabilitation 


Page 4, Issue No 80 Fourth year 


Thursday 8 April, 2004 


BERLIN 


compare with $4.5-billion 
offered in January 2002. 

Canada pledged to 
over the next three years provide Afghanistan with 
to help rebuild the country $250-million (Cdn.) from 
and smooth its transition 2005 to 2009 through the 
to democracy after the Canadian International 
Resident appealed for Development Agency. An 
lelp to curb private 
militias and the drug also 
trade. assistance for 

Finance Minister Ashraf election. 

Ghani said he was The funding brings 
"delighted" with the Canada's 
pledges. For the next year contribution 
atone, donors pledged humanitarian 
$4.4-billion, Mr. Ghani development assistance are the 
said, adding that priorities to $616-million since the challenge 
will include rebuilding Sept. 11,2C 
roads and irrigation the Unil 
systems. prompted m 

Mr. Karzai’s plans for the Afghanistan 
next seven years call for a In addition, 
total of $28-billion in aid. contingent ■ 

Mr. Ghani said donors 1,900 troop: 
met Afghanistan’s target part of 
for this year and covered Internationa] 
more than two-thirds of its Assistance F 
expectations during the A senior 


yet to be disarmed and a 
Taliban-led 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) - for clearing the region to 5,000 tribesmen," efforts to mobilize 
Pakistani authorities of foreign elements Shah said. tribesmen against 

have stepped up and ending their local Shah said troops were foreign intruders." 
efforts to muster support base," Shah relocated after the two- The heavy casualties 
greater support from said. week operation and sustained in the recent 

tribal leaders to flush South Waziristan, were now deployed in operation have 

out hundreds of some 300 kilometers North Waziristan's apparently forced the 

foreign militants in the (around 188 miles) Shawal district, several administration to rely 
region „ bordering southwest of kilometers from the more on political means 

Afghanistan, a top Islamabad, was the Afghan border. rather than force to 

security official has scene of a massive Last month an army achieve its anti¬ 
said. military operation last post at Shawal was terrorism objectives. 

More than 100 tribal month that left around attacked with rockets "We are trying a carrot 
leaders hold a grand 124 people dead, and grenades, killing an and stick policy 
jirga (council) in including troops, army major and a because neither simple 

Peshawar with the militants and civilians. soldier. talking nor use of force 

North West Frontier Authorities believe that Shah said most of the alone can deliver," 
Province governor, many of hundreds of tribes inhabiting the Shah said. The 
Syed Iftikhar Air, militants escaped from semi-autonomous campaign would take 
regional security chief South Waziristan and tribal region supported time to get the desired 
Brigadier Mahmood may have found new the government's objectives, he added. 
Shah told AFP, shelters in the campaign to deny He said a major tribe, 
speaking by neighboring North sanctuary to foreign Mehsud, had created 

telephone. Waziristan. fugitives in the its own-armed force to 

"The purpose of the "We estimate that up to territory. apprehend those 

gathering is to garner 600 foreign elements "We are striving to among the tribe who 
more support from are still hiding in these broaden the support were suspecting of 
tribal leaders in South areas and they have by involving local sheltering foreign 
and North Waziristan active support from up religious leaders with elements. 


International 


insurgency 
persisting in the south and 
east, security is an ever-; 
present topic. 

Recent fighting in the Herat 
region highlighted the stow 
process of building a new 
allocation of $5-million is national army and police 
earmarked as force, and put pressure on 
the the government to speed 
up a much-delayed plan to 
disarm thousands of 
total militiamen before the 
in election. 

and Mr. Karzai said the militias 
country's top 
"not only a 
challenge to security and 
stability, but they also are 
a cause of drug 
cultivation." 

He sought further 
international help to 
combat opium-poppy 
production, which 

accounts for more than a 
third of the Afghan 
economy. Opium is the 

next three years. Department official said raw material for heroin, 

"We are keen to stand on Mr. Ghani's figure for the "Drugs in Afghanistan are 
our own two feet," Mr, coming year Includes threatening the very 
Ghani said. $2,3-billion (U.S.) from the existence of the country," 

The United States, United States, assuming he said. 

European countries, Congress approves $600- At the conference, 
Canada and Japan were million of that total. Afghanistan and its six 

among nations that "Let us see that neighbors - China, 
reaffirmed their support.as Afghanistan in a few Pakistan, Iran, 

Afghanistan's transition to years will not be a burden Turkmenistan, 
democracy prepares for a on your shoulders," Mr. Uzbekistan and 

major test in September: Karzai said, "but a state Tajikistan - agreed to 
its first elections since the that will stand on his own co-operate in the fight 
Taliban rulers were strong feet." against drugs, but few, 

ousted. The pledges But with regional warlords details were given. 


U.S. Says It Holds 
Hekmatyar Ally 


Afghanistan 
Reconstruction 
Challenged by 
Drug-Financed 
Terrorism 

WASHINGTON (AFP)- 
Links between the drug trade 
and terrorism poses a major 
threat to Afghanistan's 
reconstruction, US officials 
warned 

The US Central Command 
'Views narco-trafficking as a 
significant obstacle to the 
political and economic 
reconstruction of 

Afghanistan" Rear Admiral 
Bruce Clingan, the 
command's deputy director of 
operations, told a Senate 
armed forces subcommittee. 
‘The revenue generated from 
poppy cultivation provides 
resources for extremist and 
the smuggling infrastructure 
that supports narcotics 
trafficking facilitates terrorist 
transportation and logistics/' 
Clingan added 

The United Nations recently 
said Afghanistan is the world's 
biggest producer of poppy- 
derived opium used to make 
heroin, bringing the country 
2 3 billion dollars in revenue 
last year, nearly half of its 

gross domestic product. 

The groups benefiting from 
drug money include the 
Taliban, Al-Qaeda operatives 
and “other extremist 
elements like Gulbuddinj 
Hekmatyahs Hrzb-l-lslami/' 
Clingan said 

“Clearly there is a linkage 
between narco-trafficking 
and al-Qaeda in 
Afghanistan/ 1 said Thomas 
O'Connelt, an assistant 
secretary of defense 
Some senators shared the 
officials 1 concerns 
“Security in the country is 
jeopardized by the drug 
trafficking and the link with 
terrorism/' Senator John 
Reed, a Democrat, said 
Republican Senator John 
Warner reaffirmed US 
criticism of Britain - which, 
plays a central role in 
countering Afghanistan's 
drug trade — for focusing or 
dismantling drug laboratories 
instead of poppy eradication 
"The initial effort in 
Afghanistan has gone in the 
wrong direction/' Wamet 
said, who added that the 
"money »is funding al-Qaeda, 
Hezbollah and Hamas.“ 


KABUL, Afghanistan - 
Peacekeepers in the 
capital defused two 
homemade bombs, 
beside a road where a 
suicide attacker killed a 
British soldier earlier this 
year, the international 
force said. 

Troops from the NATO- 
led force in the country 
closed the busy 
Jalalabad Road on a tip 
from a resident, a 
spokesman for the 
peacekeepers said. 

The bombs were found 
hidden in two small 
containers, British Lt. 
Richard Scarth said 
A disposal* team "made 
them safe and took them 
away for examination/' 
Scarth said. 

While more than 200 
people have died in 
violence across 


[ IS "possibly" some troops 

, from the US-led 

coa ltti° n would 

1 W participate tn the hunt. 

- together to carry out 

KABUL (AFP)- this offensive/' he 

Afghan forces plan a added 
search mission to Khan said plans were 
arrest more than 150 ajso jn p and t0 

Taliban and Al-Qaeda establish a new military 
suspects believed to b ase j n Mangaray, a 
have fled back across sma n town on the 
the border after a Afghanistan-Pakistan 
recent operation by border, to prevent 
Pakistan, a military further infiltration, 
official has said. Mangaray is near an 

"We plan to carry out existing Afghan and 
an operation against (jS-led joint military 
those Taliban and Al- base a t Lwara, which 
Qaeda men who have was established early 
re-entered Afghanistan | ast month, 
recently after being Thousands of Pakistani 
pursued by Pakistani troops conducted a 
forces," A military ma j or operation on their 
commander Zakim gjcje of the border last 
Khan told AFP. month aimed at 

The official, who heads capturing militants in 
the 822nd border the tribal regions of 
regiment in Raktika South Waziristan. 
province, said their US-led forces have 
inteiligence was that also been engaged in 
more than 150 Taliban operations against Al¬ 
and Al-Qaeda fighters Qaeda and Taliban 
had entered remnants since March 

Afghanistan. 7 in south and 

He gave no date for the southeast border 
start of the operation regions of 

but indicated it would Afghanistan, 
focus on the areas of Operation "Mountain 
Marzak and Sar Howza Storm" is also aimed 
in Paktika, near the at capturing Al-Qaeda 
Pakistan border. and Taliban leaders 

Khan said troops from including Osama bin 
the newly-trained Laden and Mullah 
national army and Omar. 


Lt. Col. Bryan Hilferty including al-Qaida 
said Amanullah leader Osama bin 
harbored militant Laden, Taliban chief 
leaders and helped Mullah Omar and 
protect the men who Hekmatyar this year, 
carried out the back- Amanuilah, who like 
to-back suicide many Afghans uses 
bombings in Kabul in only one name, was 
January that killed a commander in 
one Canadian and central Wardak 
one British soldier, province for 

Both attacks were Hekmatyar's Hizb-e 
claimed by the Islami faction during 
Taliban. the U.S.-backed war 

Amanullah "provided against 
safe haven perhaps Afghanistan's Soviet 
for the bombers or occupiers in the 
for people who 1980s. 
facilitated the Hilferty said he was 

bombers," Hilferty still a "senior 
said, adding that he commander" for the 
was being group, which has 

questioned at an joined the Taliban in 
undisclosed location, vowing to drive 
He said the man was foreign troops out of 
also, suspected of the country and oust 
involvement in other President Karzai. 


Afghanistan this year, 
Kabul has been 
relatively calm since the 
January killings of two 
peacekeepers in back- 
to-back suicide attacks, 
The British soldier died 
on 28 tn of January when 
an explosives-laden taxi 
detonated next to his 
jeep on Jalalabad 
Road, 

A suicide bomber killed 
a Canadian soldier in 
southern Kabul the day 
before. 

Last month, Kabul 
police and 

peacekeepers raided 
what they said was a 
bomb-making factory in 
the city, netting a stash 
of timers, detonators 
and enough explosives 
to make up to 20 
charges. 

NATO lead ore than 
6,000 pe ^keepers in 
the country, all but a, 
few hundred of them in 
Kabul. 


| produced ■ about three- 
quarters of the world's opium 
1 Authorities suspect the 
1 lucrative trade benefits both 
the commanders of the 
irregular militias controlling, 
much of the country and the 
anti-government rebels, 
including the ousted Taliban 
President Karzai's 

government has vowed to 
launch a crackdown on drug 
production. and foreign 1 
donors, including the United 
States and Britain, are 
spending millions of dollars 
training new Afghan security 
forces to destroy opium 
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